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Who is Restora tion  Im m igra tion  Lega l Aid?

● Non -profit  organ iza tion  th a t  h elps 
asylum -seek ers & oth er vuln erable 
im m igran t fam ilies in  th e DC-
m etro a rea  by providin g 
im m igra tion  lega l a id, in cludin g 
represen ta tion  a t  Im m igra tion  
Court .

● 10 Sta ff Mem bers (2 a t torn eys, 4 
DOJ  accredited represen ta tives)

● 200+ volun teers
● 6 ch urch  partn ers



What does RILA do?

● 308 active asylum  
cases  

● 85 active SIJ S cases  
● 194 EADs approved in  

FY20
● 13 RILA clien ts  h ave 

received asylum !



Agenda

I. Overview  of asylum  & oth er form s  of 
h um an itarian -based im m igra tion  ben efits

II. Recen t ch an ges
III.Pos t-election  im plica tion s
IV.RILA’s  fa ith -based, h olis tic approach  to 

practicin g im m igra tion  law



History of 
Asylum  in  

th e U.S.



Eligibility for Asylum in the U.S. 

To be gran ted  asylum , a person  m us t dem on s trate th at h e or  sh e is  a “refugee,” 
th at h e or  sh e is  n ot barred  from  asylum  for  an y of th e reason s  lis ted  in  our 
im m igration  law s , an d th at th e decis ion -m ak er sh ould  gran t asylum  as  a m atter  
of d iscretion . 

A “refugee” is  an y person  w h o is  outs ide h is  or  h er  coun try of n ation ality (or , if 
s tateless , outs ide th e coun try of las t h abitual res iden ce) an d is  un able or  
un w illin g to return  to th at coun try because of persecution  or  w ell-foun ded fear  
of persecution  on  accoun t of race, religion , n ation ality, political opin ion , or  
m em bersh ip in  a particular  social group.



Key Points When Screening for a Possible 
Asylum  Cla im

I. Pas t persecution

II. Gen uin e fear of return

III.On e-year deadlin e



Eligibility for Withholding of Removal and Protection 
un der th e Con ven tion  Again s t  Torture (CAT)

I. Withholding: be granted withholding of removal under section 241(b)(3) of the INA, a 
person must demonstrate that if returned to the country of origin he or she is more 
likely than not to be persecuted on account of race, religion, nationality, political 
opinion, or membership in a particular social group.  Some of the bars to asylum, 
including the one -year filing deadline, do not apply to claims for withholding of 
removal.  

II. CAT: a person seeking protection under the Convention must show that it is more 
likely than not that they would be tortured if removed to the country of removal. To 
qualify for relief, the applicant must demonstrate that they will likely suffer the 
intentional infliction of severe pain and suffering, committed by, or at the 
acquiescence of, the government in the country of removal.



Other Humanitarian -Based Im m igra tion  Ben efits  

○ VAWA

○ U Visa

○ T Visa

○ SIJ S



Changes to Asylum Laws & Policies 

I. Tren ds
II. Ch an ges

A. Preceden t Decis ion s  (Matter  of AB)
B. Un accom pan ied Alien  Ch ild (UAC) Policy
C. Migran t Protection  Protocols  (MPP)
D. Safe Th ird Coun try
E. Title 42 (COVID)



Proposed and Final Rules

I. Work  Perm its
II. Asylum  Eligibility
III. Im m igra tion  judges  perm itted to 

presen t th eir ow n  eviden ce
IV.Sta te Departm en t am en ds  

coun try con dition s  an d travel 
res triction s  reports  



Post-Election  Im plica tion s



RILA’s Approach

I. RILA clien ts  a re h um an  bein gs  of in h eren t va lue an d w orth , deservin g 
of dign ity, respect an d com pass ion .

II. We a re a ttun ed to n on -lega l n eeds  an d respon s ive to a ss is tin g RILA 
clien ts , directly or  in directly in  a rea s  such  a s :
A. Food in security
B. Hous in g in security
C. Men ta l h ea lth
D. Medica l/den ta l ca re
E. En rollin g ch ildren  in  sch ool
F. Leavin g an d recoverin g from  s itua tion s  of dom es tic violen ce



RILA’s Cases

I. Decis ion  to tak e a  ca se based on :
A. Does  th is  person  n eed h elp, an d does  h e/ sh e fa ll in to th e group of 

th ose im m igran ts  w h o a re m os t vuln erable an d w ith  th e few es t 
resources? 

B. Do w e h ave th e expertise to h elp h im /h er?

C. Wh a t is  th e lik elih ood th is  person  w ould fin d h elp elsew h ere?

II. Th is  results  in  obta in in g difficult  an d com plex ca ses !



Ministry of Healing and Reconciliation

I. RILA is  an im a ted by its  core con viction  th a t servin g our  im m igran t 
n eigh bors , especia lly th ose w h o a re th e m os t vuln erable, is  a  direct 
express ion  of th e Gospel.

II. Our h ope an d vis ion  a re th a t, by an d th rough  our  w ork , RILA clien ts :
A. h ave th e opportun ity to h ea l from  past traum a  an d loss.

B. Fin d  a  sa fe h om e in  th e RILA com m un ity an d  in  th e Un ited  Sta tes, free from  fea r .
C. RILA volun teers Are recon ciled  to God an d exper ien ce God’s love, k in dn ess an d  justice.



Transformation

We are convinced that by 
engaging in this work, RILA 
staff, volunteers, partners & 
clients will be changed, and 

that our communities and city 
will be changed.
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